ENJOYING   THE   OPEN-AIR   DELIGHTS   OF   AN    IDEAL   CLIMATE Outdoor life offers one of the many charms of Chile, as it is possible to live entirely uut of doors for months on end.    The group here photographed is representative of the population of ont of the smaller country towns and the types are Chilean with a possible admixture of Italian blood
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some parts of the nitrate region without a drop of rain falling, and even in the coastal towns of Iquique and Anto-fagasta a gentle drizzle that might last a few minutes is the rarest occurrence. There is still, in the opinion of expert geologists, quite a hundred years' supply available at the rate of working which obtains to-day, and as the companies have almost a monopoly of this useful fertiliser, it is hardly likely that the demand will fall off before these fields are exhausted. By that time others may have been found.
The * North companies worked the industry well They installed machinery and made railways to carry their product to the coast, distant from the fields about a hundred miles at some points, at others less than a hundred. Most of the Chilean railways are government property. They do not show a profit their receipts are looked at in
comparison with the amount they cost to build and to maintain. But the fares are cheap, the trains are comfortable, with good sleeping and dining cars, and they give employment to a very large number of presumably deserving persons who are not required to work too hard.
When there are more railways the mineral wealth of the country will be extracted more assiduously. Copper is the chief mining industry, but many more minerals are known to exist in paying quantities. It was for gold and silver that the Spanish conquerors stayed in the country, and the amount they took out, although it was large for those days, can have been only a very small proportion of what they left in. This still remains to be worked some day, though it will never be worked by the same cruel means which were employed by the Spaniards, careless of the fodiaos1